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3 Bassia butyracea Roxb. m As. Res. VIII, 499-502; Fl.
Ind II (1832) 527.—plate 582.
A medium sized deciduous tree up to 1.8 m giith and 12 m.
high. Bark dark reddish brown, fairly smooth on young stems
becoming rough on old ones, exfoliating in irregular thin woody
scales. Blaze 1-1.8 cm., bright pink with pinkish or yellowish bands
in the outer half which turn orange on exposure, inner half rather
fibrous, exuding a milky juice which turns purple on the blade of a
knife. Young shoots tomentose. Leaves 20-35 by 9-15 cm., obovate,
obovate-oblong or elliptic, obtuse or acute, entire, base acute, dark
rather glossy green above and pubescent when young but becoming
glabrous with age, clothed" more or less densely with long adpressed
pale hairs beneath; lateral nerves 13-18 pairs prominent beneath.
Petiole 1.3-2,5 cm. long, stout, terete, rusty-pubescent. Flowers 2-2-5
cm. diam., white, with a sickly fragrance, crowded in fascicles
chiefly just below the leaves and sometimes a few between the leaves.
Pedicels 1.8-2.8 cm. long, curved downwards, rusty-tomentose.
Corolla-tube 6 mm. long, cyhndric slightly dilated upwards, some-
what thickened but not fleshy with 8-12 lobes spreading at first but
soon recurved. Stamens 30-40. Berry 2-4.5 cm. long, ellipsoid,
green, shining. Seeds usually 1-2.
Distribution     Sub-Himalayan tract from Kumaon to Bhutan, 1,000—5,000 ft
It is used as an ointment in cases of rheumatism. The butter is
an excellent emollient for chapped hands, etc., during the winter
months.
Dehra Dun: Chiura—; English: Indian Butter Tree—; French:
Arbre a beurre, Illipe—; Hindi. Chiura, Phalvara, Phalwara,
Phulwa—; Kumaon: Bhulel, Chara, Chyura—; Lepcha: Yel,
Yelpote—; Nepal: Chiwari, Churi—; Oudh: Cheuli—.
4.    Bassia inalabarica Bedd. For. Man. 140.
A middle sized tree; bark dark coloured, scaly. Leaves 7.5-20
by 2,5-5.7 cm., very coriaceous, oblong to lanceolate, siibobtuse,
glabrous, dark green and shining, base tapering; main nerves 15-25
pain, very slender with closely reticulate veins between; petioles

